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In a very pregnant couple of verses, Peter dares us to 
live closer to the Father’s heart by challenging us to be 
hopeful, to be holy, and to have Heaven’s thought life: 

With	minds	that	are	alert			 		1	Peter	1:13	
The NLT handles this phrase this way: “Prepare your 
minds for action.” One theologian paraphrased it like 
this: “Roll up the shirt sleeves of your mind.” We are to 
make Heaven’s perspective Earth’s action. But, frankly, 
this may be the hardest of all the moves Peter the 
Apostle says are critical to make.  Because before we 
can act like Heaven on Earth, we actually need to have a 
firm grip on the worldview and thought life of Heaven. 
And a caution: we oughtn’t automatically assume that our reflexive opinions or instincts always 
reflect Heaven’s values. What if our reflexes are more of World Culture than Heaven’s Culture? Let 
me explain: How has your worldview and your thought life been formed? I recently found out via 
advertising that Xfinity—my family’s current cable service—is now selling a DVR that can digitally 
record 2000 hours for us to watch-back whatever shows or events we just didn’t have time to 
watch at their regular hours.  So, with just a slight investment, I am now empowered to record and 
watch 2000 hours of mind-numbing entertainment.  Do the math on that.  That’s roughly 12 weeks 
of a straight and sleepless glare at a screen!  If I am really bored by my life, I can now live three 
straight months eschewing all sleep and, furthermore, all human interaction. Xfinity has just the 
product for me! Add to this that (at the writing of this devotional) the average U.S. owner of a 
smart phone spends 3 hours and 10 minutes per day on our handheld devices.  Yet, well less than 
half of us who consistently attend church say we read our Bibles with any relative rhythm each 
day. So, is it really all that hard to figure out how we and our point-of-view might honestly be 
getting formed? And, perhaps, how Culture is the one doing the forming in us? Friend, where the 
head leads our daily thoughts is where the heart will begin to feel.  And where our heart feels, 
that’s where our hands will go to work. This must mean that 
if we want to "roll up the sleeves of our minds” on the 
things Heaven would, we probably have to be more 
committed to time finding out about God’s revelation of 
Himself and His way of life in His Word. 

Our	 Father	 in	 Heaven	 has	 holy	 character	 .	 .	 .	 so,	
“You,	too”	(if	you’re	from	Him	and	from	There)		

1	Peter	1:14-16	
We might be tempted to reconfigure the command to be 
“holy” and “obedient” like this: “Do less sins.” And while I 
can’t push that notion back as wrong, exactly, I think it may only be half the way there. He says, 
rather, to be “obedient children” (1:14). So instead of just doing fewer sins, being obedient 
children would mean it's more 
important to us to be more like our 

Week 2  |  Day 1
Therefore, with minds that are alert 
and fully sober, set your hope on 
the grace to be brought to you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed at His 
coming. 14 As obedient children, do 
not conform to the evil desires you 
had when you lived in ignorance. 
15 But just as He who called you is 
holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it 
is written: “Be holy, because I am 
holy.”

1	Peter	1:13-16						NIV
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Don’t copy the behavior 
and customs of this world, 
but let God transform you 
into a new person by 
changing the way you think.



 
Dad. Gain His tendencies, His perspective, His wishes. When Peter directs us, “Don’t CONFORM to 
the evil desires” you used to have, there is a big and bold question being asked of us: Who are you 
being suschematizo (soos-KHAH-mah-TEED-zoh—to fashion oneself; to pattern oneself after) to? 
This standard requires of us a deeper self-analysis than just asking, “What bad things am I or am I 
not doing?” It’s more, “Who do I really want to be 
like?” Our Father wants to show us so much 
more than His love. He wants to show us 
His life. And then to join Him in this 
thrill of Heaven . . . Heaven’s life . . . as 
we're on the way there! 

Set	your	hope	 1	Peter	1:13	
A theme is rethreaded in 1:13 that had been 
first introduced in 1:3: hope. But, hope isn’t just 
holding our breath, squeezing our eyes shut tight, and 
forcing ourselves to think positive thoughts. No, in both cases of 1:3 and 1:13, Peter connects 
genuine hope with being the by-product of one's direct connectedness to Jesus. In 1:3, hope is 
found in our understanding of and enthusiasm over Jesus’ past resurrection. (We’ll find hope’s link 
to the Resurrection reiterated in 1:21, too.) And in 1:13, our hope is tied to our understanding of and 
enthusiasm about Jesus’ future revelation of Himself. Jesus’ past Resurrection and His future 
Revelation are the two places we set our feet to find a hopeful footing for our soul and spirit. 
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Our Father wants 
to show us so 

much more than 
His love. He wants 
to show us His life.

What do you need to focus more on: Heaven’s shaping of 
your thinking, being more holy, or being more hopeful?  Why?



 

How many people on the Planet were closer to Jesus on 
a day-to-day level than Peter was? Who was with Jesus 
longer? Who heard more of His ideas and His heart than 
this guy whose teachings we're reading? In short, if 
someone probably has the strongest and most viable 
Christian theology—who more than Peter?! God 
revealed His truth to him (2 Peter 1:19-21) as the Spirit 
inspired these biblical words we read. But Peter’s daily 
experience of the Messiah also added to the dynamic 
layers and textures Jesus would have expressed as the 
living and livable doctrine we ought to embrace if we’re 
following Him. No theology could be bigger or more 
complex than the one we’re getting ready to handle. 

The	 charm	 and	 challenge	 of	 GOD’S	 TOTAL	
FORGIVENESS	 and	 OUR	 TOTAL	 EFFORTS	
interweave	into	a	Heavenward	relationship							

1	Peter	1:17-18	
Thus far in our study, we've learned that God chose all 
of us (1:1) and wants no one to go without Heaven (2 
Peter 3:9); that we’re “cleansed by the blood of 
Jesus” (1:2); that “grace” is a gift only God can give 
when He forgives us (2 Peter 1:2); and that “hope” is 
directly tied to our belief in Jesus’ resurrection 
(1:3,13,21).  Essentially, Heaven is found when we simply 
trust that Jesus is the total Answer for our sinfulness and our lostness. Which is the Good News! 

OK, but Peter’s not done explaining how it works, so he talks about our works. The NLT translation 
renders 1:17—“He will JUDGE or REWARD you according to what you DO.” (Other translations say 
God will judge “each person's WORK” [NIV, HCSB] or “one's DEEDS” [NASB].)  Well, then, how does 
that work? God's grace covers all our sins. In fact, Paul, in the book of Romans, says that the 
payment for all our sins—the judgment of death—fell on Jesus when He offered Himself on the 
Cross (6:23). So, we'd be completely right to hold an uncompromisable theology that claims, 
“Jesus Paid It All!”, but we’d also be right to say (in the same hymn’s lyrics) “ALL to Him I owe.” 

Even though the Judgment of Hell and Death fell upon Jesus on our behalf, that's not the only 
Judgment. God is judging our decisions and actions on the response side of that forgiveness, too. 
Yes, He judges it indiscriminately—with “no favorites”—but He judges it all just the same. The 
problem: this secondary judgment transmits a bit staticky in the modern evangelical Christian's 
ear; people who have been raised to over-casually think of the Gospel as only ‘God forgives us 
because Jesus died in our place' assume that this means judgment's over. But the fuller theology 
of the Gospel is that God TOTALLY FORGIVES US at the exact same time as we TOTALLY GIVE 
OURSELVES to “do" the “works” of 
God (ergon [AIR-gone], “business, 
employment, enterprise”). We have 

Week 2  |  Day 2
And remember that the heavenly 
Father to whom you pray has no 
favorites. He will judge or reward 
you according to what you do. So 
you must live in reverent fear of 
Him during your time here as 
“temporary residents.” 18 For you 
know that God paid a ransom to 
save you from the empty life you 
inherited from your ancestors. And 
it was not paid with mere gold or 
silver, which lose their value. 19 It 
was the precious blood of Christ, 
the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 
20 God chose Him as your Ransom 
long before the world began, but 
now in these last days He has been 
revealed for your sake. 21 Through 
Christ you have come to trust in 
God. And you have placed your faith 
and hope in God because He raised 
Christ from the dead and gave Him 
great glory.

1	Peter	1:17-21						NLT
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judge-able works at stake—whether we bring Heaven to others here on Earth while we ourselves 
move Heavenward. It’s the “works" we are called to. And these efforts form both our identity and 

“reward” (1:17). Peter actually doubles down later in his 
writing to explain this intense weighing God does of His 

own: “The time has come for judgment, and it must 
begin with God’s household” (4:17). We’re not used 
to such intense expectations in a modern Christianity 

where the typical standard is fast-becoming just being 
happy if people occasionally show up. But, apparently, 
God not only has A HIGHER STANDARD to live, but also A 
HIGHER WAY OF DEALING WITH our keeping it. 

But, hey, let’s give this concept some flesh. How does 
judgment look in “God’s household”—Jesus’ Church? Let's investigate how Jesus handled an 
intense moment with our study’s Yours Truly—while Peter was still getting spiritually roughed-in 
himself. Luke’s gospel account tells us that a young and brash Peter boldly exclaimed no fear or 
fight could ever drive him away from a loyalty to be at Jesus’ side (22:33), yet Peter still denied and 
betrayed Jesus three times (22:54-62)!  Well, how did Jesus deal with Pete’s blowing it? The Gospels 
simply say that the Lord “looked at Peter” (22:61) and timed out a rooster crowing at sunrise (Matt. 
26:72) to send a personalized message directly to Peter’s heart to change that heart.  Now, what’s 
not clear is if God did anything else to somehow “punish” the man who—by disciplines like this and 
others—would be shaped into the Church’s great apostolic 
leader. Did God give him a flu bug? Drain his bank of a couple 
days’ wages? Cause his Super Bowl team to lose? Drop 
church attendance on him a Sunday or two when he was 
preaching to embarrass his effectiveness?  We have no idea. 
We just know the disciplines were the only thing that worked. 

Even that young, brash Peter toyed with this notion of extreme 
punishments. In the midst of that revealing denial of Jesus, 
Peter even shouted: “a CURSE on me if I’m lying—I don’t know 
the Man!” (Mark 14:71). Yet, word never gets back to us about any curse God put on Pete. The Bible 
tells us simply that God kept coming after him . . . with disciplines that possessed the textures of 
heavy and determined love.  What we learn is that judgment is, in fact, measured out so that our 
eyes can’t help but see God looking at us with His intense love just as He both passionately and 
compassionately did Peter that day so long ago. 

Matthew	5:16						ESV

Let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in Heaven.

Proverbs	3:10						NIV

The LORD disc ipl ines 
those He loves, as a father 
the son he delights in. 

What is the hardest thing to hear about 
discovering God judges our motives and actions?



 

How much do we need others outside of us to help 
what’s going on inside of us? Today’s reading presses us 
to be increasingly open to outside influence of our 
heart. A new friend, Eric Torrence, described recently 
how all of us have a profound need for both vertical 
relationship and horizontal relationship. Where he 
pastors, they have defined a simple reason why they 
gather in groups to be intentional about how the 
vertical and horizontal intersect.  Here’s how he defined 
having both of those working (vertical and horizontal 
relationship) in a way that creates an environment for 
not being left either lonely in life or shallow in Faith. His 
congregation talks about their purpose for small 
groups: they are a “small gathering of friends 
committed to taking their next steps with Jesus 
together.” It’s not just friends hanging out. Nor is it the 
mere academic exercise of parsing Hebrew verbs in the 
book of Habakkuk. It’s 100% about discovering and embracing God and His Character . . . but also 
100% about having life-giving and life-changing friendships that bring it all home . . . as we are all 
Homeward Bound! Let’s see how Peter the Apostle pressed these two things 2000 years ago. 

Sincerely	love	each	other	.	.	.	keep	on	loving			1	Peter	1:22	
The connectedness God envisions for brothers and sisters in Christ includes a couple different 
ingredients in the baked cake we call Love. One is the ingredient which makes the cake rise. The 
other is what gives it its sweetness. Peter says that we are to be in such meaningful friendships 
with one another that our love is unmistakably anupokritos (ah-NOO-pah-KREE-tahs) which means 
“un-costumed, undisguised.” It often gets this simplified translation into English as “sincerely,” 
but it means refusing to disguise or veil our true selves. To love is to be real. Then, we see an added 
facet: 1:22 says Love is best activated in an ektenos (ehk-teh-NOHS) way—which finds its root in 
the word picture of being “stretched out.” To be so fully engaged and enthusiastically involved 
that our stretched out posture makes us vulnerable. You see?! Love isn’t only kindness or pity for 
someone else. Love is also creating and participating in environments of transparency. Because 
Love inside a church, a group, or friendship isn’t just about obtaining a bigger brain about the 
Bible; it’s about taking steps to become a living, breathing, walking Bible ourselves. We need one 
another to get into and through that transformation and to, also, encourage it in others. 

Good	News	best	comes	from	someone	who	has	the	Omniscient	Point-of-View		 	
1	Peter	1:23,25b	

One translation renders the key phrase of 1:23 as “you have been born again . . . through the living 
and enduring word of God” (HCSB) which gives so much more texture to it than today’s translation 
does. God being born into us requires His Word to be found in us. And that Word—the Very Word 
of God—is living and it endures. The 
Bible isn’t on the same level as a 

Week 2  |  Day 3
You obeyed the truth, and your 
souls were made pure. Now you 
sincerely love each other. But you 
must keep on loving with all your 
heart. 23 Do this because God has 
given you new birth by His message 
that lives on forever. 24 The 
Scriptures say,  

“Humans wither like grass, and 
their glory fades like wild flowers. 
Grass dries up, and flowers fall to 
the ground. 25 But what the Lord 
has said will stand forever.” 

Our good news to you is what the 
Lord has said.

1	Peter	1:22-25						CEV
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blog post or an opinion piece. It’s not simply a good suggestion or just a really interesting idea. It 
contains explicit descriptions of God’s character, His wishes, will, plans, and lifestyle. The Bible also 
comes to us from God’s Omniscient Point-of-View . . . even if it may not sound like it removes every 
mystery each time we read it. The vital recognition we must make in coming to the Bible is this: the 
One who is framing the Word of God for us knows what's going on.  Almost every story we read or 
movie we watch will have some kind of Narrator. Often this narrating story-teller pieces the story 
together—because only they possess an omniscient (all-knowing) perspective about the Plot: the 
Narrator knows the characters in the story, they already know where the story will take us, and 
they know what matters (and what is ancillary). Now, the Omniscient Narrator may tell it all in a 
creative way or in a way that builds genuine suspense, but the Narrator isn’t in suspense. They’re 
revealing Meaning by not just the content of the story, but also in the unfolding of the Story. 

That there is a Narrator we can trust Who knows all this is “Good News” (1:25). Friend, while the 
Grand Story may still feel mysterious to us, it doesn’t to God the Narrator. And He loves telling 
really great stories to people who love more than the entertainment of them—but also the life-
transformative power of what Story does in us. “Good news” is best when it’s not speculative, but 
certain. Faith is believing that the truths revealed in the Bible are not a mystery to the Narrator 
even if they are a mystery to us at times. If God knows more than simply the end of the story, but 
the Meaning of the Story and all of His characters, seeking this Meaning and becoming one of His 
characters is powerful.  

And, as we learn of God’s Story and how we are a character in this Story, we must commit to step  
more and more into it with the others He's placed around us . . . so that we can do it together. 
That’s how the Word of God is living.  Are you? 

Why does small exposure to Scripture cause us to lose the plot? 
And greater experience in God’s Word more easily find the plot?



 

First Peter lays out three stages in our quest to gain the 
identity of our heavenly home. These three stages—
what I am referring to as Salvation's Steps—interlock, 
but they also may sometimes overlap: 

(1) Stop doing the unhealthy and immature things 
that people in broken relationships do, (2) start with 
Milk and enjoy the kitchen of your spirituality and  
(3) grow up into healthy and mature adulthood. 

Stop	doing	the	unhealthy	&	 immature	things	
that	those	in	broken	relationships	do			1	Peter	2:1	
The literal word picture of the Greek verb apotithēmi (ah-pah-TIH-THAY-me) which we read as 
“rid” is to “take off” these sins like you take off dirty clothes. Having played an incredible amount 
of football, coached it, and having sons who have played for years, this verse says something to 
me. If you’ve ever played or had a kid play, shoulder pads and jerseys absolutely stink—especially 
after a hot day. There is a stench of body, dirt, and the outside. It's the worst. But, taking off 
stinky, wet pads with the jersey on isn’t easy to do. It requires weird contortions to pull them off 
and whip them down. Football pads and uniforms are designed to cling tightly to the body, so the 
younger you are, the more help you usually need to pull them off. It gets two of you stinky and 
sweaty in the process, which is likely the intended picture of these verses. It’s not easy to be “rid 
of” sins like these listed in 2:1. Which one of those five do you need to contend with today (malice, 
deceit, hypocrisy, envy, or slander)? The chances are strong that these sins are not intended to be 
dealt with in private, but in concert with someone who understands them, loves you, and is more 
than experienced in pulling tight pads and stinky jerseys off. Stage 1: get out of those old stinky 
clothes by stopping the things that emotionally, spiritually, and relationally-weak people do. 

Replace	Twinkies	with	Milk			1	Peter	2:2,3	
“Crave pure spiritual milk” is a really cool picture. Yes, it may nod to the fact that Peter recognizes 
his reading audience is very early on in their faith journeys. (They’re spiritual babies, many of 

them.) But, the real concept to understand isn’t that they’re 
babies, but how they GROW OUT of the baby stage. 
Growing requires two things: (1) Pure Milk and (2) Craving. 

The	 Pure	 Milk.  Peter just got done speaking to us 
about “the living and enduring word of God” (1:23). This 

is the Feast of Pure Milk he’s directing anyone who intends 
to grow to drink. Now, the Apostle believes the Word holds 
a critical place in each stage of growth—it’s not a milk we 
might be weaned from. It gives life no matter our maturity: 
“What the Lord has said will stand forever” (1:25).  

The	 Craving.  Peter's real focus isn't on the metaphor of Milk equaling the Word. He’s 
focusing on the “craving.” He uses 
the word epipotheo (eh-pih-
pah-THAY-oh): to greatly long 

Week 2  |  Day 4
Therefore, rid yourselves of all 
malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, 
envy, and slander of every kind. 
2 Like newborn babies, crave pure 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, 3 now 
that you have tasted that the Lord 
is good.

1	Peter	2:1-3						NIV
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People do not live by bread 
alone; rather, we live by 
every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Lord.



 

for. I’m not sure about you, but Twinkies aren’t something I have to talk myself into wanting. 
They give me a sugar hit and they taste really good—especially a box at a time. But the Bible 
isn’t a Twinkie. It’s not really intended to be a sugar rush and it doesn’t always taste perfect 
or digest easily. My spiritual immaturity makes me hunger for Soul Twinkies, but God tells me 
to “crave” His Word instead. Well, there's a catch: craving is 
only possible if we have been tasting it for a while 
and have “tasted that the Lord is 
good” (2:3). The Word is an acquired taste. 
The craving comes later down the line as 
we’ve tasted it for a while—enjoyed all its 
different tastes and probably have been 
watching someone who knows how to 
prepare it in the kitchen.  Craving, then, isn’t about 
doing two Bible studies at a time instead of just one . . . but 
trusting that God’s Word has something to say for each stage of our spiritual life.  We need 
THE GOD of God’s Word to survive and grow. To crave is to have the self-discipline to always 
get in the kitchen and eat. 

Receive	Salvation’s	gift	of	spiritual	adulthood		 1	Peter	2:2	
“Grow up in your salvation” (2:2) says a whole lot in a little space. Apparently, if we turn the 
pocket inside-out on it, it must mean that it’s possible to have a baby-like spirituality as a weak 
response to our Salvation. Commentator, Norman Hillyer says “for the believer to advance no 
further than an initial commitment to Christ will in the end result at best in a spiritual monstrosity, 
just as it does on the physical level in the case of an infant that fails to develop in body.” Spiritual 
growth requires getting bigger and stronger. The phrase “lifelong baby” doesn’t really hold an 
appeal to us, but it’s an incredibly common thing in Christ’s Church. Why? Because people are 
“growing” other things by expanding and increasing their investments, interests, or intrigue into 
something other than their Salvation. They become a giant in something else, but remain a baby 
in Jesus. But if we really pondered the fact that God does and will judge that (1:17, 4:17), we’d 
probably become more of a spiritual adult due to the seriousness required to be a Homeward 
Bound Christian. 

z

To crave is to 
have the self-

discipline to 
always get in 

the kitchen

Which of the three Salvation’s Steps are you in right 
now? What should your next spiritual step be?
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In the time leading up to Jesus being crucified, He said 
something that was taken as bold, confusing, and even 
heretical—even though He meant what He said as a 
picture of what was to come. Speaking to some of 
Judaism’s religious leaders, Christ said: “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19 
NLT). They took Him to mean that He was claiming to 
be able to both destroy and rebuild the physical Temple 
complex in 3 days time—a complex so large and 
complicated that it would ultimately take decades to 
build. Of course, Jesus wasn’t pointing at the physical 
Temple as to what would be destroyed and rebuilt in 3 
days, but HIMSELF.  He was the Temple . . . crucified and 
resurrected in 3 days. Jerusalem’s Temple was being 
replaced by the Living God among us, first. And, then, 
we’ll find that this living Temple of God was going to be 
expanded and built upon Christ the Cornerstone. 

Anyone	who	comes	to	and	trusts	in	Christ	vs.	
those	who	stumble	over	Him		1	Peter	2:4,6,8	
First, let’s address what Peter says about those who 
COULD be stones in God’s Temple if they were willing, 
but who instead “stumble” (2:8) over Jesus being the 
“cornerstone” (2:6,7) upon which they have to be built. 
This is a simple picture: people who stumble over Jesus 
do so because they don’t “trust in Him” (2:6). It’s not 
much more complicated than this; they trust in 
something or someone else to build their life upon. 

There’s a myriad of gods, beliefs, priorities, and distractions 
this world has to offer, so it becomes a sacred self-
awareness to know what other than Jesus we might be 
building our life, our family, our assumptions, and our 
eternity upon. But Peter says people “stumble” and “fall” 
over Jesus when they “reject” Him (2:4,7).  In the attempt 
to dislodge Jesus from being the Stone Upon Which 
Everything is Built, they themselves are broken by the 
attempt to replace Him. Simple “trust,” on the other hand, 
sets our life upon the Stone that Doesn’t Move and places 

us into our own role in God's Living Temple . . .  

You	are	a	Stone	God	places	in	His	Real	and	most	magnificent	Temple			 1	Peter	2:5	
To discover that—at its best and in its 
most glorious architectural moment
—Jerusalem’s Temple was just a 

Week 2  |  Day 5
You are coming to Christ, who is the 
living cornerstone of God’s temple. 
He was rejected by people, but He 
was chosen by God for great honor. 
5 And you are living stones that God 
is building into His spiritual temple. 
What’s more, you are His holy 
priests. Through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual 
sacrifices that please God. 6 As the 
Scriptures say, “I am placing a 
cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen 
for great honor, and anyone who 
trusts in Him wi l l never be 
disgraced.” 7 Yes, you who trust 
Him recognize the honor God has 
given Him. But for those who reject 
Him, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has now become the 
cornerstone.” 8 And, “He is the 
stone that makes people stumble, 
the rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they do not 
obey God’s word, and so they meet 
the fate that was planned for them. 
9 But you are not like that . . .

1	Peter	2:4-9a					NLT
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cheap knock-off of the Eternal Kingdom's Temple Jesus began at the Cross, it blows me away. 
That the way He laid Himself down to die for my sins was also the way by which He laid down the 
Cornerstone upon which His Kingdom is constructed.  
And to know that you and I are some of the “living 
stones”—building material He uses to expand His 
Kingdom—means we are so blessed!  Well, what's it all 
mean? First, it points us to the truth we live in the 
privilege of being able to place the weight of our 
lives upon the grace of God. Two, we live in unity with 
God’s Architecture for the Kingdom. You see, His 
Cornerstone was one of selflessness and death-to-self 
for the blessing of the whole world. That’s the 
substance and color of the Temple’s Stones. That 
means, to be in unity with the architecture, that’s what 
we're supposed to be like in our own character and 
calling. Third, in being thus selfless, we place ourselves in the position of having someone else be 
able to build on top of our strength and stability. You and I have a generational responsibility in 
the building of God’s Temple. We aren't the top of the structure. We’re meant to still be built on 
top of. Yet, so many “mature” Christians (“long-time occasional church-attenders” would 
probably be a better label) have few to any stones built on top of them. That’s not just a tragic 
signature of spiritual laziness and un-involvement. It’s a tragedy because if you've ever been up 
close to the walls that remain of Jerusalem’s Temple Complex, it’s astounding at how powerful 
and magnificent it is to see it all of it together en masse. The wall together is more beautiful than 
the quarried stones individually. They’re meant to stand and be seen together. We're better when 
we have spiritual mentors and heroes and when we, also, are mentors and heroes to others. The 
Church isn’t built on good theology. It’s built on people who are built on Jesus and who believe 
and love and live rightly and share Heaven and Its Chief Inhabitant with others. THAT’S our 
theology! From here until the end of time, there is no other thing God is truly building than His 
Church. Ponder the implications of that. 
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Look! I am placing a foundation 
stone in Jerusalem, a firm and 
tested stone. It is a precious 
cornerstone that is safe to 
build on. Whoever believes 
need never be shaken.

Isaiah	28:16						NLT

Who is currently being built on top of your love and following 
of Jesus?  Who depends upon your example and stability?



 
Group Conversation 		|||			WEEK TWO 
1. What was the hardest part to grasp in this week’s passages of 1 & 2 Peter? 
2. What lit a fire in you from this week’s readings? 

DAY	ONE	

3. What do you need to focus more on: Heaven’s shaping of your thinking, being 
more holy, or being more hopeful?  Why? 

DAY	TWO	

4. What is the hardest thing to hear about discovering God judges our motives 
and actions?  

DAY	THREE	

5. Why does small exposure to Scripture cause us to lose the plot?  
6. And how does greater experience in God’s Word help us more easily find the 

plot?  

DAY	FOUR	

7. Which of the three Salvation Steps are you in right now?  
8. What should your next spiritual step be? 

DAY	FIVE	

9. Do you agree that the only thing God is truly building—from here until the end 
of time—is His Church?  Why or why not? What are the implications of this 
answer? 

10. Who is currently being built on top of your love and following of Jesus?  Who 
depends upon your example and stability?


