
I’ve	 only	 ever	 been	 accused	 of	 being	 drunk	
once	in 	my	life.	 The	 irony	in 	it	 all	 is	 that	 I	had	
never	even	drank	a	drop	of	alcohol	 in	my	life	
when	I	was	accused	of	 it!	On	a	snowy	night	in	
college,	 I	was	driving	 friends	back	 to	campus	
after	 a	night	 of	 bowling.	 So,	 after	 seeing	 me	
have	 a	 little	 trouble	 fish-tailing	 on	 the	 snow	
and	slush	going	around	a	corner,	a	small-town	
policeman	pulled	me	over,	shined	his	ominous	
flash l ight	 i n	 my	 w indow,	 and	 sa id ,	
“Sonnnnnnnn,	 have	 you	 been	 driiiinnnnkin’?”		
Not	sure	of	how	one	might	prove	they’ve	NOT	
been	drinking,	 short	 of	 a	 sobriety	 test,	 I	 just	
said,	“Pretty	sure	I	haven’t,	officer	.	.	.	seeing	as	
though	 I’ve	 never	 ever	 drank	 alcohol	 in	 my	
whole	 life.”	 Being	 in 	 rural,	 heavily-German,	
beer-swiggin’	Wisconsin,	the	police	officer	just	
scoffed	 as	 he,	 no	 doubt,	 had	 never	 met	
anyone	who	hadn’t	ever	guzzled	alcohol	since	
‘beer’	 is	 the	 original	 meaning	 of	 the	 Native	
American	word	 ‘wisconsin.’	 But,	 how	 do	 you	
prove	 you’re	 not	 drunk	 .	 .	 .	 when	 you’re	 .	 .	 .	
well	.	.	.	NOT	drunk.			
I	wish	I	could	have	been	there	to	witness	this	
passage’s	 similar	 scene	 in	 Jerusalem	 2000	
years	 ago	 because	 Peter’s	 encounter	 would	
have	been	close	 to	my	own,	only	on	steroids.		
If	 someone	 came	running	 in	the	 room	you’re	
reading	 in	right	 now---screaming	 the	 news	of	
what	you	just	read	in	Acts	2---

“People	are	shouting,	speaking,	and	 singing	in	 the	
language	 of	 every	 nation	 out	here	 in	 the	 streets!		
And	 their	words	actually	make	 sense!	The	wildest	
part: 	none	 of	 them	 took	 foreign	 language	 in	 high	
school!	 I	 don’t	 know	 how	 they	 could	 even	 know	
what	they’re	speaking.	It’s	the	wildest	thing!”	

.	 .	 .	 you’d	 probably	 accuse	 them	 of	 being	
“drunk”	just	like	the	people	of	Jerusalem	did.		
Spirit-filled	disciples	were	making	more	than	
a	commotion	there	 in	the	streets	of	 Israel’s	
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On	the	day	of	Pentecost		
all	the	believers	were	

meeting	together	in	one	
place.	Suddenly,	there	was	
a	sound	from	heaven	like	
the	roaring	of	a	mighty	
windstorm,	and	it	filled	
the	house	where	they	

were	sitting.		Then,	what	
looked	like	flames	or	

tongues	of	fire	appeared	
and	settled	on	each	of	
them.		And	everyone	

present	was	filled	with	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	began	

speaking	in	other	
languages,	as	THE	HOLY	
SPIRIT	GAVE	THEM	THIS	

ABILITY.		At	that	time	
there	were	devout	Jews	

from	every	nation	living	in	
Jerusalem.	When	they	
heard	the	loud	noise,	

everyone	came	running,	
and	they	were	bewildered	

to	hear	their	own	
languages	being	spoken	by	

the	believers	.	.	.	they	
stood	there	amazed	and	

perplexed.	“What	can	this	
mean?”	they	asked	each	
other.	But	others	in	the	
crowd	ridiculed	them,	

saying,	“They’re	just	drunk, 	
that’s	all!”		Then	Peter	

stepped	forward,	“These	
people	are	not	drunk,	as	

some	of	you	are	assuming.	
Nine	o’clock	in	the	morning	
is	much	too	early	for	that.	

No,	what	you	see	was	
predicted	long	ago	by	the	
prophet	Joel:	‘In	the	last	
days,’	God	says,	‘I	WILL	
POUR	OUT	MY	SPIRIT	
UPON	ALL	PEOPLE.’”	

God the 
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hub;	the	Church	was	gloriously	confounding	everyone	with	the	crystal	clarity	of	
Christ.	 The	 Spirit	 of	 God	was	 miraculously	 empowering	 the	 Christians	 to	
speak	in 	known	languages	from	across	the	world	even	though	they	had	never	
actually	learned	those	languages	before!	While	we	learned	yesterday	that	the	
Spirit	is	both	invisible	and	a	“whisper-er”	(Job	26:14),	it	doesn’t	mean	that	He’s	
always	 quiet.	 His	“poured	out”	 Presence	 (Acts	 2:17)	makes	 it	 impossible	 for	
people	 to	 ignore.	 The	 Gospel	 was	 not	 simply	 being	 shared,	 it	 was	 being	
demonstrated,	 too.	 Here,	 as	 in	 so	many	 points	 in 	 history,	 the	 Spirit	 was	
pulling	people	 close	 through	wind,	 noise,	 preaching,	and	straight-forward	
obviousness.	So,	the	as-yet-unconvinced	citizens	of	Jerusalem	yelled	out:	“If	
they’re	not	drunk,	then	what	can	this	mean?”	So	the	Spirit	 leads	Peter	to	say,	
“God	 foretold	 something	like	this	would	happen.	He	told	us	all	that	He’d	pour	

out	His	Spirit	in	both	whispers	and	in	powerful	
demonstrations	like	this	one.	He’s	doing	it	so	
that	 you’ll	hear	 the	bigger	message:	 so	 that	
‘it	shall	come	to	pass	that	whoever	calls	on	
the	name	of	the	LORD	shall	be	saved’”	(Acts	
2:21—nkjv).	 Here,	we	witness	 a	 new	 quality	
of	 the	 Spirit:	 He	 is	 the	 Father’s	 Disciple-
maker	for	the	entire	world.	
Of	course,	this	is	what	He’s	calling	us	to	do	
through	Him,	 too.	We	 help	others	 become	
disciples	 of	 Jesus	 and	 His	 teachings	 with	
and	through	 the	Spirit	 of	God.	We	 join	the	
Holy	 Spirit	 in	 His	 permeation	 of	 every	

circumstance	 and	 every	 human	experience.			
Why?	Because	He	is	the	only	way	everyone	can	ultimately	discover	the	heart	
of	 the	Father	 and	the	 love	of	the	 Son.	The	Holy	Spirit	 is	God’s	language	to	
every	 human	 soul.	 God	 didn’t	 reserve	 ancient	 times	 as	 the	 only	 point	 in	
history	that	He	would	speak	to	human	hearts.	The	Father	wants	to	speak	to	
people	 today---and	 His	 love	 is	 felt	 and	 experienced	 by	 us	 through	 the	
movement	 of	 the	 Spirit	of	 God	in	us.	 He	 is	making	 the	 Father’s	 love	more	
obvious	through	doing	big	things	in	you.

How	has	the	Spirit	made	the	
Father	more	obvious	to	you?

Go	to	the	people	of	all	
nations	and	make	them	
My	disciples.	Baptize	
them	in	the	name	of	the	
Father,	the	Son,	and	the	
Holy	Spirit,	and	teach	
them	to	do	everything	I	
have	told	you.	I	will	be	
with	you	always,	even	
until	the	end	of	the	world.	
matthew	28:19-20				cev


