
After	 the	 People’s	 initial	arrival	 in 	Jerusalem	 to	 assess	 the	work	 ahead	of	
them,	obviously,	the	first	 true	task	before	them	was	to	dig	 in,	return	to	the	
cities	of	their	families’	inheritances,	build	the	first	stages	of	their	homes,	and	
begin	life.		(Many,	of	course,	would	ultimately	live	in 	Jerusalem	Proper.)		But,	
not	 long	 after	 these	 initial	 stages	 of	 situating	 themselves,	 the	 People	 re-
gathered	in	Jerusalem	for	public	prayer	and	praise	to	God	in	open	defiance	
of	 those	pitted	against	 them	and	in	spite	of	the	coming	difficulties.	 For	the	

courage	 we	 need	 has	 always	 been	 birthed	 by	 worship.		
More	about	that	in	a	moment.

Now,	we	would	do	ourselves	a	grand	favor	 if	we	
re-read	 this	 passage	 and	 	 focused	 our	
imagination	 upon	 the	moment---contrasting	 the	
returnees’	 determination	 with	 the	 desolation	

they	 saw	 and	 desperation	 they	 felt.	 	 For	 if	 we	
opened	the	eyes	of	our	mind	to	this	stark	setting,	we’d	

likely	open	our	hearts	to	what	that	could	look	like	for	us.	 	And,	here’s	what	
we	 should	 be	 seeing:	 nearly	 50,000	solemnly	 gathered	 (Ezra	 2:64-65)	 in	 the	
spot	where,	 7	 decades	 before,	 Nebuchadnezzar	 had	 commanded	that	 the	
city	be	destroyed	and	the	stones	walls	of	Solomon’s	Temple	be	pulled	down.		
Jerusalem’s	 resistance	 was	 treated	 with	 the	 ultimate	 disrespect:	 Israel’s	
most	sacred	place	of	worship	was	razed.		 	A	generation 	of	quiet	shame	had	
passed	over	 Jerusalem	and,	 now,	 all	 that	 remained	was	 the	 craggy,	 open	
surface	of	 the	original	foundation 	that	had	sat	exposed	to	the	elements	for	
70	 years.	 	 Cracks,	 weeds,	 crumbled	 stones,	 tree	 roots.	 	 After	 clearing	 the	
foundation	of	these	scars,	an	uneven,	crude,	and	barren	stonework	sat	open	
amidst	 the	pulled-down	city	that	 lay	 around	 it.	 	 And	as	 50,000	reverently	
stood	 around	 that	 open,	 ragged	 foundation,	 Jeshua---the	 son	 of	 the	
Jehozadak	who	 had	 been	High	 Priest	 when	 Jerusalem	had	been	sacked---
stepped	with	Zerubbabel	to	the	 spot	where	the	Most	
Holy	Place	had	once	been	sacredly	sheltered.		Along	
with	a	handful	of	priests,	they	moved	to	that	 holy	 28walls
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Because	 our	 in-depth	 studies	 of	 ancient	 Jewish	 worship	 in	 Beaten	 But	 Still	
Becoming	 (Exodus)	 and	 Breakthrough	 (Leviticus,	 Numbers, 	 Deuteronomy, 	 &	
Joshua)	do	a	much	more	thorough	 job	of	 explaining	some	of	 the	specific	worship	
practices	and	festival	celebrations	described	in	Ezra	3,	we’ll	save	the	deeper	details	
about	 those	 tabernacle/temple	activities	 for	 those	 other	studies.	Narrowing	 the	
focus	will	also	help	us	to	drill	down	to	discover	today’s	reading’s	purpose	for	us.



place,	 carrying	 with 	them	the	 uncut	 stones	 that	 would	 form	a	make-shift	
altar.		With	a	silent	earnestness,	they	set	each	stone	upon	the	other.	

But,	while	 the	Congregation	gathered	around	and	gazed	upon	these	sacred	
goings-on,	 their	 eyes	would	also	cautiously	dart	 to	the	horizon	and	to	 the	
shadows	 cast	by	Jerusalem’s	 debris	 aware	 that	 they	were	 precariously	not	
alone.		This	worship	wasn’t	without	its	dangers	(3:3).		Foreign	tribes	who	had	
long	not	been	friendly	to	Israel	had	moved	in	during	 their	absence	over	 the	
past	70	years.		They	had	not	liked	them	before	and	nothing	had	changed.		I’m	
not	sure	if	‘possession’	was	‘9/10’s	of	the	law’	back	then,	but	these	tribes	had	
not	conceded	Jerusalem	was	under	new	Jewish	management.

But,	worship	the	People	did	in	spite	of	the	dangers	because	they	knew	our	
greatest	fears	are	never	 larger	than	our	purest	worship!	 	 In	fact,	worship	is	
where	our	courage	always	arises	from.		If	we	believe	our	God	is	bigger	than	
our	 circumstances,	
w e ’ l l	 l i v e	 e a c h	
moment	 knowing	
w e	 a r e	 w a l l e d	
a r o u n d	 b y	 t h e	
I n v i n c i b l e	 G o d .		
J e s h u a	 a n d	
Zerubbabel - - -who	
would	 eventual ly	
become	 the	 High	
Priest	and	Jerusalem’s	
governor,	 respectively,	 due	 to	 their	 faithfulness	 in	 leading	 this	 moment---
revealed	their	worship,	courage,	and	leadership	by	encouraging	the	People	
to	live	as	if	God	had	already	seen	to	the	completion	of	what	He	had	called	
them	to	do.	 	 	 Oh,	 that	 the	 Church	needs	more	Jeshua’s	 and	Zerubbabel’s!		
Faithful	people	who	keep	the	congregation	together	through	bold	worship.		
Men	and	women	who	refuse	to	let	rumors	and	worries	and	threats	scare	the	
Body	away	from	our	 calling.	 	Great	 Christians	stand	and	build	the	 Church’s	
worship	.	.	.	stone	upon	stone	.	.	.	upon	fallen	stone.
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What	do	you	need	to	be	courageous	about,	right	
now?		How	might	worship	add	courage	to	you? iveearn


