
Nearly	6	decades	pass	from	the	history	of	Ezra	6	
to	today’s	introduction	of	the	book’s	main	character	in	Ezra 	7	(Ezra	6	left	off	in	
the	year	515	B.C.	and	Ezra	7	begins	in	458	B.C.).	By	this	point,	the	first	returnees	to	
Jerusalem	had	long	since	completed	and	dedicated	God’s	Temple	in	515	B.C.	
(almost	70	years	to	the	day	Nebuchadnezzar	had	destroyed	it	in	586	B.C.	as	prophesied	
in	 2	 Chron.	36:21,	Jer. 	29:10).	After	 the	dedication	of	the	Temple	 in 	515	B.C.,	 57	
years	 would	 transpire---launching,	 with	 it,	 a	 new	 normal	 for	 the	 first	 few	
generations	 of	 Jerusalem’s	 returnees.	 Due	 to	how	 those	 first	 generations	
began	to	live	lesser	lives	after	the	Temple	work’s	completion	put	them	into	a	
progressive	spiritual	indifference,	a	second	migration	from	Exile	 in 	Babylon	
would	then	be	 led	by	the	 leader	 the	 book	 is	written 	about:	 Ezra,	 a	 scribe	
from	the	bloodline	of	Aaron,	the	first	High	Priest.	But,	being	more	than	in	line	
to	the	priesthood,	he	was	highly	trained	in	the	Mosaic	Law	(7:6,10).		

Coming	 to	understand	 that	 Ezra	 had	a	 strong	 relationship	with	the	 Torah	
(the	 five	 books	 of	 Moses	 that	 also	 contained	 “the	 Law”)	 brings	 us	 to	 a	
couple	of	valuable	considerations	and	insights.

(1)	Ezra	thought	living	the	truth	he	was	longing	to	learn	is	the	critical	responsibility	
of	anyone	who	wants	to	lead	well.

(2)	As	a	leader	knowledgeable	of	the	majesty	of	Scripture	and	his	biblical	heritage,	
he	used	its	beauty	and	power	to	inspire	those	who	would	follow	him.

LIVING	THE	TRUTH	IS	THE	
							ONLY	WAY	TO	LEAD	WELL
7:10	 reports	 a	 very	 tidily	 constructed,	 but	 valuable,	
picture	 of	 Ezra---a	 three-fold	 philosophy	 of	 life,	
ministry,	 and	leadership.	 	He	was	“determined	to	
STUDY	and	OBEY	the	Law	of	the	LORD	and	to	TEACH	
those	 decrees.”	 	 A	 lot	 is	 packed	 into	 that	
description	of	the	scribe.	 	He	was	determined	not	
to	be	 satisfied	residing	 in	the	 ivory	 tower	 of	 the	
ideas	 of	 Scripture.	 	 He	 decided	 to	 understand	
Scripture’s	 commands	 and	 its	 implications	 so	 he	
could	 do	 something	 about	 it	 himself.	 	 First.	 	 I’ve	
spent	my	whole	life	around	preachers.	 	I	grew	up	in	a	
pastor’s	home,	went	to	Christian	school,	Bible	college,	
and	 seminary.	 	 I’ve	 spent	 decades,	 now,	 in	 the	
company	of	preachers,	pastors,	and	Bible	teachers	
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and	have,	understandably,	made	their	ministries	my	interest	(given	that	I	am	
a	 part	 of	 that	 same	 call).	 	 	 But	 it’s	 more	 common	 than	 should	 be	 that	
preachers	 and	 Bible	 teachers	 get	 excited	about	 the	 Bible,	 sometimes,	 the	
same	way	a	race	car	driver	gets	excited	about	a	new	race	car	 or	 the	way	a	
geeky	tech	developer	gets	geeked	out	about	a	new	app	through	which	to	do	
their	work.	In	this	way,	the	Bible	makes	them	eager	because	it	gives	them	a	
platform	to	do	their	best	work	.	.	.	as	a	preacher	 .	.	.	more	than	as	a	person.		
But,	 the	 Scriptures	 aren’t	 designed	 to	 give	 preachers	 a	 platform	 for	
preaching	 great	 sermons	 as	 much	 as	 the	 preachers,	 themselves,	 are	
supposed	to	first	 BE	 the	 platforms	of	 Scripture	 greatly	lived	out.	 	 There’s	
nothing	exciting	about	a	sermon	well	preached	but	not	well	lived.		Of	course,	
what’s	true	for	preachers	 is	also	true	for	everyday	people.	 	The	end	goal	of	
the	 Word	 of	 God	 isn’t	 to	merely	 be	 known,	 but	 believed	 into	 the	 gritty	
textures	of	life.		Ezra	lived	his	life	and	operated	his	ministry	by	this	truth.		

THE	SCRIPTURES	INPIRE	GREAT	IDEAS
A	 really	cool	thing	 is	 embedded	 in	this	 passage	 that	we	would	most	 likely	
stream	right	past,	but	that	is	pregnant	with	a	lesson	on	great	leadership.		7:9	
says	that	Ezra	planned	to	leave	on	“the	first	day	of	the	new	year.”	Now,	we	
might	 just	think,	“Well,	starting	a	diet	on	January	1st	makes	sense	since	it’s	the	
kickoff	to	a	fresh	start,	so	 leaving	on	the	first	day	 of	a	month	or	year	is	just	a	
clean	 way	 to	 start	 anything	 like	moving.”	And	 that’d	be	 true,	 too.	 But,	the	
first	day	of	the	year	for	a	Jew	was	attached	to	a	monumental	moment.		The	
Jewish	calendar	 Ezra	was	 so	keen	to	 came	 as	 a	 result	of	 his	 being	 such	a	
student	of	the	Torah.	You	see,	he	knew	the	first	day	of	the	year	was	the	day	
the	 Hebrews	 had	 walked	 out	 of	 slavery	 in	 Egypt	 generations	 before	 (1	
Chronicles	 6:3-15).	 So,	 Ezra	 purposely	 connected	 the	 dots	 for	 this	 new	
generation	of	Israelites	leaving	Exile	(and	their	former	way	of	life)	 .	.	.	to	the	
Jews	of	old	who	had	done	the	same	thing	when	marching	out	of	the	slavery	
and	into	the	Land	of	Promise.		It	wasn’t	just	the	first	day	of	the	year.		It	was	
the	first	day	of	their	new	lives.	Together.	And	together	with	their	ancestors.

That’s	an	 inspiring	 symbol	 shrewdly	chosen	by	a	student	 of	Scripture.	 	He	
unleashed	the	Word	of	God	as	a	way	to	make	an	old	story	THEIR	story.	 	We	

are	a	part	of	that,	too.
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What	story	of	Scripture	do	you	most	associate	
with	your	own	life---as	your	inspiration?		Why?iveearn


