
For	 over	 a	decade-and-a-half,	 the	 Temple	
foundation	ended	up	 laying	 bare.	 	 The	walls	of	
Jerusalem	unbuilt.		The	People	of	God	frightened.			Their	attention	placed	on	
lesser	enthusiasms.		They	let	their	holy	calling	fall.

At	the	time	of	the	writing	of	this	devotional,	we	are	nearly	as	long	removed	
from	the	destruction	of	the	Twin	Towers	 in	New	York	City	as	the	 length	of	
time	the	Jews	vacated	the	rebuilding	of	Jerusalem’s	Temple.	 	Imagine	if	the	
Twin	Towers	were	still	lying	in	rubble	and	ash	.	.	.	and	its	smolder	and	shame	
still	defined	Lower	Manhattan.	 	What	if	no	one	dared	return 	and	rebuild	to	
begin	again	because	of	 fear	of	another	terrorist	attack?	 	What	if	Americans	
and	New	Yorkers	 just	 swallowed	the	 events	and	cowered	 in	their	 outlying	
homes?		 In 	the	words	of	David	when	he	was	shocked	at	his	fellow	Israelites’	
reluctance	to	do	something	when	Goliath	mocked	their	God	and	defied	their	
armies:		“Is	there	not	a	cause?”	(1 	Samuel	17:29--nkjv).		Surely	someone	over	the	
course	of	16	years	would	have	gone	from	house	to	house	trying	to	stir	his	
brothers	to	action.		But,	from	536	B.C.-520	B.C.,	Jerusalem	sat	still	.	.	.	until	.	.	.	

.	 .	 .	 a	 second	 set	 of	 heroes	 came	 upon	 the	 scene.	 	 Two	 men	 had	
predominantly	led	the	first	phase	of	work	(Jeshua	and	Zerubbabel).	 	 Now,	
two	more	 men	entered	 the	 fray	with	 a	 message	 from	God	 for	 them.	 	 A	
prophetic	 tag	 team---Haggai	and	Zechariah---were	spurred	to	stir	Jerusalem	
in	general	and	the	leaders	in	particular.		Enough’s	enough!		Get	started	again.		

Haggai’s	words	from	God	had	a	necessary	jaggedness	to	them:	 	“My	house	
lies	 in	 ruins,	 says	the	LORD	 of	Heaven’s	Armies,	while	all	 of	 you	are	building	
your	own	fine	houses.		It’s	because	of	you	that	the	heavens	withhold	the	dew	
and	the	earth	 produces	no	 crops”	 (Haggai	 1:9-10	nlt).	 	 	God	was	going	 to	stir	
them	from	the	shadows	and	out	of	the	things	that	had	sadly	begun	to	satisfy	
the	Jews	as	distraction	from	their	first	purpose.		

Zechariah’s	preaching	also	moved	them	from	the	shadows	back	to	the	work.

Then	the	angel	showed	me	JESHUA	the	high	priest	standing	before	the	angel	of	the	
LORD.	The	Accuser,	Satan,	was	 there	 at	the	angel’s	right	hand,	making	 accusations	
against	Jeshua.	 And	the	 LORD	 said	 to	Satan,	“I,	 the	 LORD,	 reject	 your	accusations,	
Satan.	 Yes,	 the	 LORD,	who	 has	 chosen	 Jerusalem,	 rebukes	 you.	 This	man	 is	 like	 a	
burning	stick	that	has	been	 snatched	from	the	fire.”	 	Jeshua’s	clothing	was	filthy	as	
he	 stood	there	 before	the	 angel. 	 	So	the	angel	 said	to	the	others	 standing	 there,	
“Take	off	his	filthy	clothes.”	And	turning	to	Jeshua	he	said,	“See,	I	have	taken	away	
your	sins,	and	now	I	am	giving	you	these	fine	new	clothes.”		
	 	 	 	 														 												Zechariah	3:1-4	nlt
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Then	[an	angel] 	said	to	me,	“This	is	what	the	LORD	says	to	ZERUBBABEL:	It	is	not	
by	 force	nor	by	 strength,	but	by	My	Spirit,	 says	 the	 LORD	 of	 Heaven’s	 Armies.		
Nothing,	not	even	 a	 mighty	mountain,	will	 stand	 in	 Zerubbabel’s	 way;	 it	will	
become	a	 level	plain	 before	him!	And	when	Zerubbabel	sets	 the	final	stone	of	
the	Temple	in	place,	the	people	will 	shout:	‘May	God	bless	it!	May	God	 bless	 it!’		
Then	another	message	came	to	me	from	the	LORD:		“Zerubbabel	is	the	one	who	
laid	the	foundation	of	this	Temple,	and	he	will 	complete	it.	Then	you	will 	know	
that	the	LORD	of	Heaven’s	Armies	has	sent	me.”																																			Zechariah	4:6-9	nlt

Jeshua	and	Zerubbabel	had	been	the	initial	voices	and	leaders	in	the	exciting	
days	when	they	had	first	entered	Jerusalem.		And	then	fears	
and	 threats	 quieted	 their	 enthusiasms	 down.	 	 As	 the	
leaders	 go,	 so	 go	 the	 People.	 	 So,	 Yahweh	
determined	Himself	to	re-light	the	fire	in	the	leaders	
He	had	called	to	lead.	 	He	wasn’t	done	with	them!			
So,	 to	 get	 started,	 from	 Heaven,	 God	 Himself	
rebuked	Satan	for	 his	accusations	and	attacks	of	
His	People.	 	God’s	got	our	back.		He’s	watching	us	
in	 our	 failures	 and	 is	 passionate	 about	 our	
fulfillment	 of	 our	 callings.	 	 He	 knows	when	Satan	
hatefully	 attacks	 us	 .	 .	 .	 and	He	 will	 do	 something	
about	 it!	 	 So,	 then,	 in	 one	 of	 the	 most	 amazing	
promptings	 that	 God	gave	 his	 prophets	 to	speak,	 we	 find	
great	 encouragement	 in	 the	 prophet’s	 words	 to	 Jerusalem’s	 leaders	 and	
People	in	Zechariah	4:10:	 	“Do	not	despise	these	small	beginnings.”	 	 	What	
powerful	words!	 	 	 So	what	 if	 it’s	 just	one	stone	at	 a	time?!	 	 So	 what	 if	 you	
didn’t	 get	 the	job	done	the	first	 time?!	 	 Start	 with	the	first	 stone.	 	 Don’t	not	
start	out	of	shame.		And	don’t	fail 	to	start	again.		Every	true	beginning	starts	
with	 the	 first	 small	 step.	 	 And	 after	 several	 months	 of	 the	 prophets’	
preaching	and	resilience,	here’s	what	happened:

So	the	LORD	sparked	the	enthusiasm	of	Zerubbabel	.	 .	 .	and	the	enthusiasm	of	
Jeshua	 .	.	 .	and	the	 enthusiasm	of	the	whole	 remnant	of	God’s	people.	 	They	
began	to	work	on	the	 house	 of	 their	God,	the	LORD	 of	Heaven’s	 Armies,	on	

September	21	.	.	.					 	 	 	 								Haggai	1:14-15
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What	calling	did	God	start	with	you	that	
has,	of	late,	collected	dust?		What	small	
step	you	need	to	take	to	begin	again?

Don’t	fail	to	
start	again.		
Every	true	
beginning	
starts	with	

the	first	
small	step.
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