
If	 all	 we	 had	 been	 given	 in	 Ezra	 was	 our	
previous	 reading’s	 record,	 we	 would	 not	 know	 that	 Ezra	 the	 Scribe’s	
“Temple	 Team”	didn’t	 all	 show	up	with	bells	 on	at	 the	 start.	 	 Apparently,	
every	Levite	who	had	been	initially	invited	to	join 	the	 revival	 of	Jerusalem	
started	out	 slack	 in	joining	 the	journey	and	the	job.	 	“NOT	ONE	LEVITE	had	
volunteered	to	come	along”	(8:15).	 	 	Not	a	single	one	had	answered	the	first	
email	they	received	about	the	new	opportunity	in 	Jerusalem.		Or	the	second.		
So,	when	leaders	are	faced	with	hesitant	servants	who	don’t	stand	up	to	do	
their	 part	 in	 a	 need,	 they	stop	 just	 bulk	emailing	 everybody	 .	 .	 .	 and	they	

show	 up	at	 individual’s	 doors	 who	 need	 the	
personal	 challenge.	 	 “Hey,	 God	 needs	 you.		
You’ve	been	training	your	whole	life	 for	this,	
dude,	 so	 what’s	 the	 deal?	 	 Strap	 on	 your	
boots.		We’re	going.”
And	Ezra	didn’t	 just	show	up	at	their	door	to	
hem,	 haw,	 and	beg.	 	 He	 sent	 9	men	on	 a	
team	 to	 get	 after	 it---determining	 to	 turn	
reluctance	from	others	into	real	recruits.		So,	
Ezra	 teams	up	Elnathan,	Elnathan,	Elnathan,	
Nathan,	and	5	others	(8:16).	 	 	(That	had	to	be	
fun	recruiting	a	team	with	3	Elnathans	and	1	
Nathan	on	it.	 	Hotel	room	assignments	had	
to	have	been	slightly	confusing	as	they	were	
on	 the	 road.)	 	 This	 team	 on	 their	 way	 to	
Jerusalem’s	Temple	needed	Levites	on	it	who	
played	 a	 unique	 and	 essential	 role	 in	 the	
worship,	 functions,	 and	 administration	 of	
Jewish	faith	and	worship.	 	But,	at	first,	not	a	
single	 one	 of	 them	 had	 shown	 up	 at	 the	
rallying	point!

What’s	 the	deal	here?	 	Something’s	up	with	
the	 Levites.	 	 Even	the	 first	 generation	who	
had	 r e tu rned	 to	 J e ru sa l em	 unde r	
Zerubbabel’s	 and	 Jeshua’s	 leadership	 had	
only	a	 handful	 of	 Levites	who	came	80	years	

before	with	 the	 first	 group	of	 returnees.	 	 (Ezra	 2:40	
says	 that	 only	74	 came	 in 	the	first	 wave---most	 of	
whom	 were	 a	 part	 of	 Jeshua’s	 family	 and	 would	 50walls
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LEVITES
Every	priest	was	a	Levite,	
but	not	every	Levite	was	
a	priest.		All	priests	came	
from	the	Jewish	Tribe	of	
Levi	(Numbers	3:1-13).		Those	
who	were	not	formalized	
priests	themselves	
assisted	the	priests,	
others	prepared	the	
Temple	offerings,	and	still	
others	had	responsibility	
over	the	care	of	the	
courts	and	furniture	of	
the	sanctuary.		But,	as	
the	role	of	the	Levite	
grew,	they	began	to	also	
function	as	lawyers	
dissecting	the	Mosaic	
Law’s	meanings	and	
implications	.	.	.	and,	
thus,	began	seeing	
themselves	primarily	as	
teachers	of	the	people	
about	these	things.



have	 had	 to	 come	 along	 since	 their	 grandpa/dad	 was	 the	 leader.)	 	 The	
Levites	have	a	history	of	being	the	Kingdom	of	God’s	Late	Adopters.		Looks	
like	the	Levite	of	Jesus’	“Good	Samaritan”	story	in	Luke 	10	wasn’t	the	first	to	
keep	his	eyes	straight	 forward---acting	like	he	didn’t	 see	or	 hear	anything---
when	a	glaring	need	confronted	him.

Scholars	of	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	ascertain	from	the	language	of	the	Bible	
and	history	that	there	must	have	been	a	formal	training	environment	for	the	
Levites	in	a	town	or	school	called	Casiphia	not	 too	far	 from	Babylon	(8:17).		
Casiphia	 was	 a	 Bible	 college/seminary	 all-in-one	 where,	 for	 3	 generations,	
they	treaded	water	as	they	waited,	prayed	about,	and	prepared	to	fulfill	the	
one	thing	they	were	all	designed	and	called	by	God	to	do:		to	lead	worship	in	
Jerusalem.		But,	strangely,	these	guys	wanted	to	stay	in	Seminary	their	whole	
lives.	 	 In	 their	 minds,	 there	 was	 actually	 one	 thing	 better	 than	going	 to	
Jerusalem	 and	worshiping	 Yahweh	as	 servants	 in	 the	 Temple.	 	 It	 was	 to	
theorize	 and	 study	 the	 IDEA	 of	 going	 to	 the	 Temple	 and	 serving	 .	 .	 .	 as	
opposed	to	what	the	theory	and	study	had	all	been	pointing	to.		(It	reminds	
me	of	people	who	tweet	and	post	and	take	selfies 	in	the	midst	of	some	great	
or	meaningful	moment.	 	Rather	than	be	in	the	moment	itself,	they’re	sort	of	
enraptured	with	talking	 about	 having	 virtually	experienced	it.	 	 They	would	
rather	 report	 that	 they	 were	 in	 the	 frame	 of	 their	 selfie	 than	 becoming	
someone	worthy	of	having	a	picture	taken	of	themselves.)

But,	there’s	one	other	possibility	about	Casiphia,	too.		The	name	itself	means	
silver,	treasury,	money.	 	Casiphia,	 for	 some,	 represented	a	 comfortable	 life	
without	great	need.	 	So,	on	one	end	of	the	spectrum,	this	place	the	Levites	
clung	to	was	about	the	ideas	of	God,	rather	than	the	activity	of	God.		And	on	
the	other	end,	it	was	about	 living	comfortably	outside	the	hardships	of	God’s	
Kingdom.		Either	way,	they	were	very	reluctant	to	go	do	the	heavy	lifting.

God	gave	us	muscles	to	put	to	practice	what	He’s	putting	in 	our	mind.	 	The	
fact	of	the	matter	is,	generations	of	Levites	through	the	time	of	Jesus	would	
rather	study	in	the	safety	of	their	ivory	towers	than	serve.		But,	Ezra	and	the	
rest	 of	 the	 team	 took	 this	 responsibility	 seriously.	 	 They	 humbled	
themselves,	 prayed,	and	fasted	(8:21-23).	 	They	took	their	 call	
serious.
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How	would	you	say	you	are	endeavoring	
to	be	more	like	Ezra	and	his	team	than	

the	reluctant,	theorizing	Levites?
iveearn


