
Whenever	 my	 mother	 used	 my	 full	 name,	 I	
knew	 she	 meant	 business:	 	 “John	 WILLIAM	
Morlan!		Get	your	little	butt	over	here	and	finish	
up	what	I	told	you	to	do	an	HOUR	ago	.	.	.	”
Giving	out	 the	full	name	 always	meant	to	give	
us	a	taste	of	the	full	identity	we’re	supposed	to	
be	 remembering	when	given	the	choice	 to	do	
the	right	thing	(or	do	less 	than	the	right	thing).			
Here,	 in	the	same	tone	our	mother	would	have	
used	to	get	our	attention	by	announcing	 our	full	name,	Moses	records	God	
asking	for	a	certain	way	of	life	from	us.		And,	He	does	
so	 by	 using	 HIS	 full	 name.	 Notice	 the	 Hebrew	
version	of	God’s	name	to	the	right.	Even	the	most	
scholarly	 theologians	 don’t	 know	 the	 exact	
pronunciation	of	this	name.	(Hebrew	was	written	
only	 in	 consonants,	 so	 a	 transliterated	 rendering	
would	look	like	this	in	English:		YHWH.)	But,	whether	it	
should	 be	 pronounced	 Yahweh,	 Yahveh,	 Jehovah,	 or	 Yehovah	 is	 really 	 of	
secondary	 importance.	 The	 largest	 concern	 raised	 by	 His	 full	 and	 formal	
name’s	inclusion	in	this	command	is	that	it’s	God’s	proper	name	as	He	wants	
to	be	known.	It’s	God	talking	to	us	in	a	booming	voice	.	.	.	in	all	His	power	.	.	.

“John	William	Morlan,	YHWH	Himself	.	.	.	‘the	LORD	your	God’	.	.	.	
commands	you	to	pay	attention	to	what	He’s	getting	ready	to	say!”

And	the	first	thing	He	tells	His	children	to	do	after	He	gives	us	His	Big	Name	is	
to	“fear”	Him.	Yet,	 it’s	not	 a	fear	we	have	for	 crazies,	 the	merciless,	 or	 for	
terrorists,	but	because	He	deserves	our	respect.	Now,	here’s	the	deal:	a	lot	of	
people	get	caught	up	on	this	particular	kind	of	command	in	the	Bible	and	get	
the	 idea	 that	 He	 comes	 off	 as	 a	 sort	 of	
megalomaniac	 giving	 them	 “daddy	 issues”	
because	 they	perceive	He’s	over-demanding	
and	 harsh.	 In 	 hard	 words	 like	 this,	 they	
perceive	 God’s	 thrill	 is	 to	elicit	 fear	 in	us	so	
we	stay	in	our	place.		
So,	which	way	is	it?	Should	we	have	a	proper	
“fear”?	Of	course.	As	we	pointed	out	a	couple	of	readings	ago,	YHWH	could	
smash	us	like	a	little	bug	if	He	wanted	to	(with	less	trouble	and	even	less	loss	
than	 we	 would	 swatting	 a	 fly).	 But	 He	
DOESN’T	WANT	that.	He	doesn’t	feed	off	our	
fears	like	a	bully	would.	 In	fact,	He	doesn’t	
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You	and	your	children	and	
grandchildren	must	FEAR	
the	LORD	your	God	as	long	
as	you	LIVE.	If	you	OBEY	all	

His	decrees	and	
commands,	you	will	ENJOY 	
a	long	life.		LISTEN	closely,	
Israel,	and	BE	CAREFUL	to	
obey.	Then	all	will	go	well	
with	you	.	.	.	LISTEN,	O	Is-	
rael!		The	LORD	is	our	God,	

the	LORD	alone.	
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need	anything	from	us.	He	desires	simply	that	we	move	towards	Him	as	the	
Only	Reality	 to	factor	 into	 everything	 in	 our	 Humanity.	 Fearing	 Him	 is	 the	
“beginning”	(Proverbs	1:7)	of	you	and	me	understanding	literally	everything!
So,	He	starts	with	asking	for	our	respect	and	awe	because	none	of	the	other	
stuff	will	make	sense	 if	we	don’t	take	Him	serious.	But,	He	commands	more	
than	this!	There’s	a	 lot	more	than	fearing	 involved	with 	being	 a	full-hearted	
follower	 and	 lover	 of	 God.	 In 	 today’s	 reading	 from	 the	 final	 book	 of	 the	
Torah,	Deuteronomy,	we	notice	several	verbs	He	commands	of	us	that	define	
a	healthy	and	full	relationship	with	God	the	Father:	

He	wants	more	from	us	and	for	us	than	just	 fear.	Placing	 God	in	His	proper	
light	will	lead	us	into	a	fuller	spectrum	of	living.	But,	some	people	have	a	hard	
time	getting	 past	words	 like	“fear”	 and	“obey,”	which	sound	harsh	like	He	
must	be	keeping	us	from	stuff	we	enjoy	and	locked	in	our	rooms	afraid	of	an	
angry	dad.	Some	folks	choose	to	look	at	 things	like	the	10	Commandments	
and	perceive	them	as	HARD	RULES	FROM	AN	ANGRY	DAD.	(No	 one	likes	rules.	
Rules	 stop	 us	 from	 doing	 things.	 Now,	 if	 we	 were	 honest,	we	DO	 like	 rules	 that	 stop	
others	 from	doing	 us	 wrong.	Those	kinds	of	 rules	 are	great.	 In	 fact,	we’d	 be	cool	 if	 God	
doubled	 the	Ten	 Commandments	 to	 Twenty	 if	 it	 kept	 us	even	 safer	from	everyone	else.)	
But,	humans	don’t	generally	love	being	told	what	to	do,	so	anyone	who	doles	
out	commands	often	comes	across	to	us	like	an	angry	tyrant	who	is	unaware	
of	 how	they	sound.	But,	when	God	speaks	of	His	commands,	He	does	so	in	
words	that	ought	to	expand	our	understanding	of	where	He’s	taking	us	by	
giving	them	to	us.	Instead	of	only	saying	“fear”	and	“obey,”	He	adds	that	we	
should	 “listen,”	 “be	 careful,”	 “live,”	 and	 “enjoy.”	 You	 see,	 if	 He	 only	
communicated	to	us	THE	FORCE	OF	HIS	WILL	(“Fear	Me	and	do	this	or	else!”---
giving	us	a	view	only	of	His	power),	it	would	under-define	His	total	character	
and	sabotage	all	the	things	He’s	trying	to	do	with	us.	He	leads	us	to	a	better	
life	by	asking,	“Do	you	want	to	enjoy	your	life?	Then,	be	careful	how	you	live	it.	
Be	certain	 that	you	obey	My	words	because	they	 truly	 reflect	HOW	I	LIVE	MY	
LIFE.”	He	wants	us	 to	ENJOY	LIVING	 LIKE	HE	DOES!	 Interestingly,	while	we	
don’t	 know	how	to	pronounce	YHWH,	we	do	know	what	 the	word	means.	
YHWH’s	name	 is	derived	from	a	verb	that	means	“to	be;	to	exist”	.	 .	.	 to	be	
alive!		So,	we	mirror	Him	by	being	fully	alive.

How	would	re-thinking	God	as	a	Father	who	
teaches	us	healthy,	joyful	living	be	different	than	

thinking	of	Him	as	someone	angry	and	harsh?

the	full	spectrum	of	spiritual	response	to	God
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