
The	 Holy	 Spirit.	 The	 Holy	 Ghost.	 The	 Spirit	 of	
God.	He	is	known	by	more	than	one	name.	No	
matter	 the	name	He	reveals	Himself	by	in	the	
Bible,	theologians	often	refer	to	God	the	Spirit	
as	 the	 “Third 	 Person	of	 the	 Trinity.”	 So,	 it’s	
poignant	that	 it’s	 in	the	third	 sentence	 of	the	
Bible	that	the	first	description	of	who	He	is	is	given	which	tells	us	.	.	.

HE	HOVERS.	
Hmmm.	 “Uhhh	 .	 .	 .	 God	 .	 .	 .	 did	 I	 get	 that	 critical	 first	 description	 right?		
‘Hovered?’	 	What’s	that	 mean?”	A	 few	 translations	choose	 to	explain	it	 by	
saying	He	was	“moving,”		but	that	only	gives	greater	clarity	if	we	feel	like	we	
need	to	know	the	velocity	of	whatever	it	was	He	was	doing.	Was	He	floating	
above	the	waters	of	the	future	oceans?	Was	He	sort	of	like	fog	moved	by	a	
light	wind?	Was	He	hovering	 in	one	certain	locale	or	was	He	hovering	above	
the	water	surfaces	of	the	entire	globe?		Doesn’t	say.	
So,	He	was	there	at	the	beginning	as	the	One	
quietly	existing	and	observing,	but	 this	verse	
doesn‘t	explain	any	more	 than	that	about	
Him.	 The	 Spirit	 of	 God	 is	 sort	 of	 a	
mystery	right	from	the	get-go.	
Yeah,	so	.	 .	.	He	hovers.	Now,	this	might	
give	us	an	immediate	sense	of	Him	as	a	
semi-stationary,	passive,	or	un-aggressive	
sort	of	invisible	power	that’s	just	out	there.		
Eastern 	 religions	 call	 this	 quiet,	 impersonal	
energy	karma.	 	Star	Wars 	fanatics	 call	it	“the	
Force.”	But	 neither	 of	 those	 terms	come	anywhere	 close	 to	explaining	 the	
Spirit	of	God	at	all.	Frankly,	we	would	be	off-base	if	we	only	considered	Him	
as	a	kind	of	passive	 Cosmic	 Hoverer.	Rather,	we’d	find	 that	 the	totality	of	
Scripture	 describes	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 as	 dynamic,	 personal,	 and	 involved.		
Intensely	caring.	 You	 see,	 the	Hebrew	word	here	 for	hover	 is	 rachaph	 (rah-
KHAF)	 and	it	means	to	“grow	soft,	 to	 be	moved,	 to	brood	 over.”	Rachaph	 is	
descriptive	 of	how	a	mother	might	 be	with	her	 baby---holding,	 loving,	and	
moving	her	eyes	all	over	her	little	one.	
Rachaph	 a	 relationship	word.	 It’s	quite	a	descriptive	name,	which	forms	 an	
important	 facet	 to	 the	 intense	next	 description	of	
God’s	 Spirit	 in	Scripture---which	 is	 found	 six	
chapters	later	 in	that	same	book	of	Genesis.	
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In	the	beginning	God	
created	the	heavens	and	
the	earth.	The	earth	was	
formless	and	empty,	and	

darkness	covered	the	
deep	waters.	And	the	

Spirit	of	God	was	
hovering	over	the	surface	

of	the	waters.	
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There,	 God	 speaks	 about	 His	 Spirit’s	 relationship	 to,	 activity	 in,	 and	 Voice	
towards	all	of	us.		In 	the	second	self-description,	God	adds	to	His	picture	of	a	
mother’s	 love	 another	 quality:	 a	moral	 voice---speaking	 God’s	 language	 to	
the	 broken	soul---saying,	“My	Spirit	will	 not	 put	 up	 with	 humans	for	 such	 a	
long	time”	(Genesis	6:3--nlt).	Literally,	the	language	behind	the	phrase	“not	put	
up	with”	means	‘not	 remain	in.’	One	translation	says	it	 like	this:	“I	won't	let	
My	 life-giving	 Breath	 remain	 in	 anyone	 forever”	 (cev).	 Simply	 put,	 God’s	
Breath	can’t	live	inside	of	a	human	whose	body	and	soul’s	brokenness	reject	
healing---He’s	 too	holy	for	 that.	But,	He’s	not	 condemning	us	without	 hope	
because	the	Spirit’s	also	determined	to	convince	us	of	 how	much	we	need	
Him	so	He	doesn’t	simply	sit	by,	passively,	while	we	brush	Him	back	so	as	to	
just	 maintain 	our	 own	 space.	 No,	 this	 hovering	 Spirit	 is	 not	 passive.	 He’s	
dynamically 	involved	in	moving	into	the	Human	Condition.	The	Spirit	of	God	
is	 not	 a	 cloud	 just	 sitting	 above 	 everything,	 but	 more	 like	 a	 living	 mist	
permeating	 every	 part	 of	 the	 Human	 Experience.	 Penetrating	 everything	
without	 invading	it.	 	He’s	everywhere	at	the	
same	 moment,	 yet	 He	 is	 personal	 and	
actively 	good.	He’s	the	vibrancy	and	voice	
of	God’s	Presence	in	the	universe.
So,	just	what	should	we	do	with	Him?		Well,	
here’s	a	better	question:	what	does	He	do	
with	us?	 	According	to	the	revealing	book	
of	 Job,	He	 “whispers”	which	 sounds	 just	
like	the	sweetness	of	a	mother,	doesn’t	it?		
He	 quietly	 moves	 around	 us,	 toward	 us,	
and	for	us	to	whisper	the	Father’s	care.		And,	then,	for	those	who	decide	to	
follow	God:	 	He	 lives	 in	us	to	offer	 us	His	 constant	whisper.	 	 But,	 because	
none	of	us	are	perfect	or	finished	growing,	sometimes	those	whispers	must	
become	 louder	 than	 usual.	 You	 see,	 sometimes	 the	 Spirit	 speaks	 to	 us	
through	the	whisper,	and	at	other	times	through	the	thunder	(Job	26:14b).	

These	things	are	merely	a	
WHISPER	of	God's	power	at	
work.	How	little	we	would	
understand	if	this	whisper	

ever	turned	into	THUNDER	!
job	26:14				cev

How	should	you	be	noticing	the	Spirit	of	God	
speaking	to	you	based	on	your	life	right	now?

hover whisper thunder

why	do	you	answer	this	way?


