
For	Jesus	truly	to	be	our	Savior,	
something	 must	 happen	 inside	 of	 us.	 There	
are	 internal	mechanics	 inside	 each	one	 of	 us	
that	 human	eyes	 can	not	 see,	 but	 constitute	
the	 place	where	 eternal	 decisions	 are	 made	
and	kept.	The	difference	between	a	 believer/
follower	and	a	religious	spiritual-poser	is	what	
goes	 on	 in 	 the	 invisible	 world	 of	 the	 soul.		
Talking	about	this	very	thing,	Jesus	addressed	
Christianity’s	 most	 infamous	 skeptic-turned-
believer,	 Thomas	 the	 Doubter:	 “Do	 not	 be	
unbelieving,	but	 believing.”	 The	Apostle	 John	
included	this	critical	story	to	illustrate	to	all	of	
us	 that	 we	 can’t	 access	 the	 presence	 of	 the	
Heavenly	Father	without	coming	to	Him	with 	a	
trusting	 belief.	 The	 Father	 and	 the	 Son	have	
gone	the	full	distance	in	offering	to	restore	us	
to	 a	 full	 relationship	 with	 Him.	 Our	 part	 is	
simply	 to	 recognize	 God’s	 grace	 and	 to	
respond.	It’s	a	simple	‘yes’	or	 ‘no.’	An	‘I	will’	or	
‘I	 won’t.’	 Belief	 means	 that	 the	 Eternal	 and	
Invisible	 Part	 of	 Us	 is	 saying	 ‘yes’	 and	 ‘I	 will.’	 The	 author	 of	 the	 book	 of	
Hebrews	put	it	this	way:		

Without	 FAITH	 it	 is	 impossible	 to	 please	 Him,	for	he	 who	 comes	 to	 God	 must	
BELIEVE	that	He	is,	and	that	He	is	a	rewarder	of	those	who	DILIGENTLY	SEEK	Him.

Hebrews	11:6	nkjv		
The	Threshold	 Inside	our	Soul	that	separates	our	being	a	follower	of	God	or	
not	 is	 found	 in	 the	 difference	 between	possessing	a	 committed	belief	 or	
merely	having	a	curious,	but	unwilling	heart.	
In	 today’s	 Scripture	 reading,	 the	 story	 picks	 up	
with	Jesus	and	a	cynical	Thomas	days	after	Jesus	
had	 resurrected	 from	 His	 death	 by	 crucifixion.	
While	most	all	the	others	who	had	been	listening	
to	Jesus	had	actually	seen	Him	in	His	resurrected	
body	prior	 to	that	 day,	 Thomas	had	yet	 to	with	his	
own	 eyes.	 He	 hadn’t	 been	 in	 the	 room	 the	 first	 time	 everyone	 else	 had	
witnessed	 Jesus---who	 had	 been	 clearly	 dead	 after	 His	 crucifixion	 on	 the	
Cross	and	then	clearly	alive	again	after	His	resurrection.	All	of	Tom’s	buddies	
had	seen	Jesus	alive	again.	But,	Tom	had	only	
seen	Jesus	dead.	Even	the	testimonies	of	his	
dearest	and	closest	friends	weren’t	going	to	

We	walk	by	faith,															
not	by	sight.

2	corinthians	5:7				nkjv
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[Jesus]	said	to	Thomas,	
‘Reach	your	finger	here,	

and	look	at	My	hands;	and	
reach	your	hand	here,	and	
put	it	into	My	side.	Do	not	

be	unbelieving,	but	
believing.‛	And	Thomas	
answered	and	said	to	
Him,	‘My	Lord	and	my	

God!‛	Jesus	said	to	him,	
‘Thomas,	because	you	

have	seen	Me,	you	have	
believed.	Blessed	are	

those	who	have	not	seen		
and	yet	have	believed.‛	

And	truly	Jesus	did	many	
other	signs	in	the	

presence	of	His	disciples,	
which	are	not	written	in	
this	book;	but	these	are	

written	that	you	may	
believe	that	Jesus	is	the	
Christ,	the	Son	of	God,	
and	that	believing	you	

may	have	life	in	His	name.	
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be	enough:	“They	told	him,	‘We	have	seen	the	Lord!’	But	[Thomas]	replied,	‘I	
won’t	believe	it	unless	I	see	the	nail	wounds	in	His	hands,	put	my	fingers	into	

them	and	place	my	hand	into	the	wound	in	His	side’”	(John	
20:25--nlt).		

His	 “belief”	 was	 going	 to	 need	 some	 proof.	 A	
personal	demonstration.	In	other	words:	“I’m	not	
going	 to	 believe	 in	 Jesus’	 resurrection	 just	
because	you	yahoos	told	me	it	 happened.	I	need	
my	own	 evidence.”	And,	here’s	the	deal.	Jesus	
gets	Tom’s	hesitance.	So,	He	shows	up	for	him.	
He	 shows	Tom	His	wounds	 so	 that	 He	would	
be	unmistakable	and	fully	believable	to	the	guy	
who	 needed	 a	 lot	 more	 than	 just	 people’s	
opinions.	 He	 needed	 his	 own	 to	 be	 satisfied.		
“Belief”	or	“faith”	isn’t	ever	blind	or	ridiculous.		

It’s	 reasonable.	 And,	 furthermore,	 God	 is	 busy	
making	 these	personal	proofs	readily	available	for	

anyone	 who	 would	 “diligently 	 seek	 Him”	 (Hebrews	
11:6). 	For	Thomas,	it	was	being	able	to	triage	Jesus.	A	

personal	examination	Jesus	willingly	showed	up	for	because	
He	 loved	Tom	and	He	knew	it	was	a	necessary	step	for	him.	You	and	I	have	
our	own	challenges	to	belief.	Some	of	them	are	 intellectual.	Some	of	them	
are	religious.	Some	of	them	are	emotional.	Some	are	relational.	We	all	have	
something	that	must	be	touched	for	our	willing	belief	to	become	root	deep.		
But,	we	must	seek.	So,	I’d	like	to	make	a	bet	with 	you.	I’ll	bet	if	you	pray	the	
following	prayer	 and	God	doesn’t	 show	 up	to	 you	 somehow	within	 1	 year	
and	let	you	feel	Him,	I’ll	give	you	back	the	price	you	paid	for	this	book:

“God,	you	know	the	proof	I	need	to	know	that	it’s	really	You.		No	
matter	how	many	friends	try	and	convince	me	THEY	know	it’s	You	
or	how	many	preachers	demand	I	agree,	I	need	YOU	to	show	ME.”		

What	do	you	sense	is	the	biggest	
challenge	or	objection	to	belief	in	
Jesus?			What	must	be	“touched”?		

You	and	I	
have	our	own	
challenges	to	
belief	.	.	.	we	
all	have	
something	
that	must	be	
scaled	for	our	
willing	belief	
to	become	
root	deep


