
Jesus	introduced	an	image	of	Himself	one	day	
2000	years	 ago	when	He	 called	Himself	 “the	
Good	 Shepherd.”	 This	 would	 have	 been	 a	
description	easy	for	people	to	have	grasped	in	
that	 day.	 Like	 so	 many	 occasions	 in	 the	
Gospels,	Jesus	often	used	agricultural	imagery	
to	 explain 	 something	 about	 Himself	 and	His	
Kingdom,	 because	 that	 was	 the	 world	 into	
which	He	came.	And	while	we	understand	the	
notion	of	a	shepherd,	for	most	of	us	speeding	
through	 the	 urbanized	 world	 of	 today,	 it	
wouldn’t	 be	to	the	 same	depth	as	people	back	in	
Christ’s	 day	would	have	 grasped	 it.	Perhaps	 if	 God	the	 Son	were	 to	 come	
today	 and	 communicate	 a	 message	 in 	 the	 same	 spirit,	 maybe	 He’d	 call	
Himself	 the	Good	 CEO 	or	 the	Good	 Coach	 or	 the	 Good	 President.	 These	 are	
people	 and	 positions	 we	 understand	 more	 readily	 in	 our	 day.	 Bosses,	
coaches,	 and	presidents	 are	 individuals	 and	roles	with	whom	we	 have	had	
both	good	and	poor	experiences.	We’ve	had	plenty	of	 imperfect	bosses,	too	
many	coaches	with 	mixed	motivations,	 and	seen	strings	 of	bad	presidents.	
So,	 this	 is	why	 Jesus	 chose	 to	 include	 the	 term	“GOOD”	when	describing	
Himself	as	a	shepherd---to	give	life	to	a	relationship	people	could	understand.
The	shepherd	reference	 is	a	strain	for	us---not	just	because	most	of	us	have	
never	been	workers	on	a	sheep	farm,	but,	more	especially,	because	few	of	us	
have	ever	 lead	 sheep	and	none	of	 us	 have	been	 sheep.	 	 (I	 was	 sheep-ish	
once	 .	 .	 .	 when	 I	 unsuccessfully	 asked	 a	 drop-dead	 gorgeous	 girl	 out,	 but	
that’s	 another	 story	 for	 a	 day	when	 I	 don’t	mind	being	 reminded	of	 how	
baaaaaaaad	I	was	with	girls.		Pun	intended.)		Frankly,	none	of	us	know	what	it	
feels	 like	 to	be	 a	sheep	and	look	up	at	 a	shepherd	and	have	 some	kind	of	
feeling	about	 him	or	understanding	of	him.	 	 But,	while	none	of	 us	have	had	
much	experience	 with	 shepherds	 and	 sheep,	 we	 have 	 all	 been	 under	 the	
direction	of	other	people’s	leadership	and	power.		

Bosses	have	 the	authority	to	delegate	 to	us	good	or	bad	tasks	we	have	 to	do,	
but	it	doesn’t	mean	we’ll	TRUST	them	with	our	hearts	after	we’re	done.	

Coaches	 can	 give	 us	 starting	 positions	 (or	
take	 them	away), 	but	it	doesn’t	mean	we’ll	
LOVE	them	no	matter	what	they	do	with	us.	
Presidents	can	make	decisions	that	change	
our	lives,	but	it	
doesn’t	
mean	
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I	am	the	Good	Shepherd;	
and	I	know	My	sheep,	
and	am	known	by	My	

own.	As	the	Father	
knows	Me,	even	so	I	

know	the	Father;	and	I	lay	
down	My	life	for	the	

sheep	.	.	.	My	sheep	hear	
My	voice,	and	I	know	
them,	and	they	follow	
Me.	And	I	give	them	

eternal	life,	and	they	shall	
never	perish;	neither	

shall	anyone	snatch	them	
out	of	My	hand.	
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The	Lord	is	my	shepherd;	I	
have	all	that	I	need.		He	
renews	my	strength.		He	
guides	me	along	right	paths	.	.	.	
psalm	23:1,3					nlt
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we’ll	always	BE	WILLING	TO	FOLLOW	them	just	because	they’re	our	leader.		

But,	Jesus	is	the	CEO,	coach,	and	president	who	perfectly,	selflessly,	and	self-
sacrificingly	 leads	us	 to	the	best	 version	of	who	we’re	supposed	 to	 be.	He’s	
leading	 us	to	be	better	 and	better.	And	stronger	 and	stronger.	 And	clearer	
and	smarter	 and	deeper	and	wiser	and	
more	impactful	 in 	the	world	He	made.		
And	He’s	the	Leader	who	never	 feels	
threatened	 the	 more	 we	 become	 all	
these	 things.	 He’s	 in	 no	 danger	 of	
losing	His	position	of	 leadership	over	
us.	And	He	can	do	all	of	 these	 things	
because	He	is	good.		
And	 even	 in	 those	 times	 when	 we	 fail	 to	 follow	 His	 lead	 as	 our	 Good	
Shepherd,	CEO,	Coach,	or	 President---and,	 in	failing,	feel	the	pain	of	 loss	or	
shame---still,	He	does	not	leave	us.	As	David,	the	Bible’s	great	poet,	said,	“I	
will	not	be	afraid,	for	You	are	close	beside	me”	(Psalm	23:4).	Jesus	never	leaves	
us	hanging	and	He	never	throws	us	under	the	bus.		He	will	always	be	with	us.
As	our	Spiritual	CEO,	He’s	always	committed	to	giving	us	our	next	missional	
or	moral	project,	even	if	we	bumbled	the	last	one	He	gave	us.	 	As	the	Coach	
of	our	 Christianity,	He’s	going	to	give	us	another	shot	at	 the	basket,	even	if	
we	missed	the	last	buzzer-beater.	 	As	the	President	of	our	Past,	Present,	and	
Future,	He’s	 still	going	 to	daily	infuse	us	with	a	patriotism	for	our	 ultimate	
Home	even	if	we	lose	sight	of	it	now	and	again.		

God	the	Shepherd	doesn’t	know	what	the	
word	quit	means.		He	never	gives	up	on	us.	

What’s	the	hardest	part	of	
following	Jesus’	leadership?

Even	when	I	walk	through	the	
darkest	valley,	I	will	not	be	afraid,	

for	You	are	close	beside	me.

psalm	23:4				nlt


