
In	the	last	devotional,	most	of	our	energy	was	
spent	 working	 to	 understand	 that	 though	
YHWH	 is	GOD	 (and,	 thus,	FEAR	of	 His	 power	
would	be	a	healthy	choice	for	us),	we	learned	
from	Scripture	that	He	also	wants	us	to	know	
that	 He	 is	 a	 Father	 leading	 us	 to	 a	 life	 of	
enjoyability	because	He	knows	how	this	whole		
great	 big	 thing	 works.	 But,	 fear	 of	 His	
immense	power	should	still	factor	with	us.	He	
is	God!	King	and	Creator	of	the	Universe.	And	

w e	 m u s t	
respect	 Him	
on	these	terms,	too.	We	shouldn’t	attempt	
to	 lower	 Him	 into	 a	 position	 that	 makes	
Him	 something	 we	 feel	 we’ve	 already	
experienced	by	trying	to	make	Him	fit	 into	
what	we	want	or	wish	Him	to	be.		To	make	
the	 mistake	 of	 thinking	 we	 can	 jam	 Him	
into	 OUR	 image 	 instead	 of	 our	 being	
deferential	to	HIS,	we	endanger	 our	actual	

a b i l i t y	 t o	 k n ow	 H im .	Comparing	Him	to	what	we	know	only	has	the	
effect	 of	diminishing	 Him	 in	our	minds	when	no	one	 needs	a	god	of	mere	
human	 capacity	and	 power.	 	 We	 truly	
do	need	Him	to	be	who	He	truly 	is:	THE	
God	of	everything.
Because	 we	 are	 human	 and	 have	 no	
other	 frame	 of	 reference	 than	 what	
we’ve	seen	and	known,	 let’s	 admit	 it’s	
nearly	 impossible	 for	 us	 to	 talk	 about	
God	 in	 any	 fully	 perfect	 way.	 Our	
humanity	 forces	 a	 limitation	upon	our	
ability	 to	 understand	 God	 because	 of	
our	 flawed	 language,	 incomplete	
knowledge,	 and,	 mostly,	 because	 we	
have	never	been	outside	of	the	realm	in	
which	we	exist.	Only	God	has.	So,	our	Humanity	forces	us	to	try	and	compare	
God	to	the	stuff	we	know.	But,	we	should	never	assume	that	 the	thing	we	
know	 is	 equal	 to	 God.	 How	might	 we	make	
that	mistake?			Most	people	will	tell	you	that	
“God	 is	 love”	 (which	 is	 certainly	 true	 as	 1	
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Who	can	measure	the	
wealth	and	wisdom	and	

knowledge	of	God?		Who	
can	understand	His	

decisions	or	explain	what	
He	does?		Has	anyone	

known	the	thoughts	of	the	
Lord	or	given	Him	advice?	

‘My	thoughts	are	nothing	like	
your	thoughts,’	says	the	LORD.		
‘And	My	ways	are	far	beyond	
anything	you	could	imagine.	
For	just	as	the	heavens	are	

higher	than	the	earth,	so	My	
ways	are	higher	than	your	

ways	and	My	thoughts	higher	
than	your	thoughts.’

isaiah	55:8-9				nlt

.	.	.	your	Heavenly	Father	
will	forgive	you	.	.	.	your	
Heavenly	Father	will	give	
good	gifts	to	those	who	
ask	Him.
matthew	6:14,	7:11					nlt

To	whom	will	you	liken	God?		
Or	what	likeness	will	you	

COMPARE	with	Him?
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John	4:8,16	teaches	us).	That	God	is	love	is	completely 	accurate,	but	what	a	
person	 WANTS	 TO	 BELIEVE	 ‘LOVE’	 MEANS	 could	 be	 something	 entirely	
different	 than	God’s	 own	definition	of	 it	 (and,	 thus,	
His	 definition	 of	 Himself).	 Because	 while	 love	
often	involves	forgiveness,	it	doesn’t	mean	that	
God	never	punishes.	So,	God’s	love	can	never	
be	 defined	 outside	 the	 framework	 of	 His	
justice.	Furthermore,	His	 justice	can	never	 be	
ignored	when	speaking	about	His	power.	And	
His	holiness	can	never	be	unthreaded	from	His	
great	 love.	 The	many	qualities	of	His	 character	
are	 inseparable	 from	one	 another.	 If	we	want	 to	
have	a	God	of	love,	we	must	know	we	are	also	getting	
a	completely	just	God	thrown	in,	too.		So	on	and	so	forth.		You	see?		
Which	means,	we	should	never	grab	a	hold	of	 the	one	definition	we	most	
want	 to	drape	our	god	 in	and	then	claim	it	 as	our	 simplified	definition	and	
one	 universal	 understanding	 of	 the	 Almighty.	 God	 is	 above	 any	 ONE	
definition	we	might	try	to	apply	to	Him.	He	is	unlike	any	person	or	thing	we	
have	on	this	 planet	 and	in	 this	 experience.	This	 is	why	He	 has	 chosen	to	
DEFINE	HIMSELF	 in	His	own	Words.	 	The	Bible	 is	His	self-revelation	of	who	
He	is	and	how	we	are	to	mirror	His	way	of	life.

Do	 you	 have	any	 personal	challenges	with	 the	Bible’s	 definitions	 of	
God?			What	are	they?		Why	do	you	hold	these	concerns/objections?		

If	we	didn’t	use	the	Bible	as	God’s	self-
revelation	and	self-definition,	where	else	

would	we	obtain	our	definitions?

We	should	
never							

assume	that	
the	thing	we	

know	is	
equal	to	God	

Could	you	suspend	these	objections	for	during	just	the	time	
of	this	study	of	God	to	see	if	there	is	something	to	the	Bible? YES							NO


