
Ex	nihilo.	Gazunteit!	No,	no,	no.	Ex	nihilo	may	
sound	more	like	a	sneeze	to	most	of	us,	but	it’s	
a	critical	concept	 to	our	experience	and	understanding	of	 the	Creator	 God.		
It’s	a	Latin	term	describing	what	theologians	deduce	the	Bible	teaches	about	
the	moment	right	before	God	created.	As	Genesis	1:1	says,	“In	the	beginning,	
GOD	CREATED,”	Yahweh	formed	the	entire	Universe	ex	nihilo	 .	.	.	or,	OUT	OF	
NOTHING.	 Fact	 Check:	Only	 One	 can	 create	everything	 out	 of	 nothing	 at	 all.		
And	Anyone	who	can	do	that	deserves	our	attention	and	ready	worship.

The	 only	thing	 that	 existed---before	 anything	
or	 anyone	else	existed---was	God	Himself.	He	
handcrafted	the	first	 atom.	He	fashioned	the	
first	 bundle	 of	 energy.	 He	 constructed	 the	
first	 droplet	 of	 water.	 Yahweh	 decided	 in	 a	
timeless	 moment	 of	 eternity	 to	 actualize	
time.	Then,	He	dreamed	up	the	myriad	styles	
of	 galaxy	with	which	He	wanted	 to	paint	 the	

star	field	.	.	.	both	the	stars	we	see	and	the	ones	we	haven’t	.	.	.	yet.	He	spoke	
all	of	these	things	into	existence	by	His	very	own	“word”	(Psalm	33:6).	
History	 does	 not	 record	 that	 the	 famous	 Hebrew	 leader,	Moses,	 was	 the	
world’s	 most	 dynamic	 singer-songwriter.	 He	 was	 great	 at	 a	 lot	 of	 other	
things,	but,	frankly,	he’s	not	 famous	for	his	music.	But,	he	actually	did	once	
write	 lyrics	 in 	Psalm	 90:2 	that	 turned	out	 to	 be	 exceptional.	Moses’	 lyrics	

celebrated	 how	 God	 lived	 eternally	
before	 there	 were	 mountains	 or	
planets.	An	idea	like	this	is	perplexing	
for	 our	 minds	 to	 fully	 comprehend	
because	 we	 don’t	 have	 a	 mental	
template	 for	 a	 time	before 	 time.	 We	
can’t	 completely	 understand	 it	
because	it’s	just	way	beyond	our	finite	
capacities.	 We’re	 created.	 We’re	

humans.	 We’re	 not	 infinite.	 God	 has	 always	 been.	 We	 haven’t.	 We	 have	 a	
birthday.	The	Father	God	has	never	had	a	first	day.	 	He	just	IS!		He	always	was.		
He’ll	 never	not	 be!	Our	 brain’s	circuitry	starts	to	smoke	when	we	think	too	
hard	about	“everlasting”	 things,	so	even	great	 souls	and	minds	 the	 size	of	
Moses’	could	only	do	their	best	by	just	putting	it	into	the	poetry	of	song.	
God	is	the	definition	of	infinity.		Several	years	back,	my	son,	who	was	5-years-
old	at	the	time,	asked	me	how	old	God	was.		I	
answered	 that	 God	 wasn’t	 measured	 in	
years	like	humans.	So,	deducing	his	old	dad	
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In	the	beginning	God	
created	the	heavens	

and	the	earth.	ex nihilo

Before	the	mountains	were	born	
or	You	gave	birth	to	the	earth	and	
the	world,	even	from	everlasting	
to	everlasting,	You	are	God.	
psalm	90:2				nasb

By	the	word	of	the	Lord	
were	the	heavens	made;	
and	all	the	host	of	them	by	
the	breath	of	His	mouth.
psalm	33:6				niv
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What	are	the	implications	if	God	made	
you	and	me	ex	nihilo?		If	we	were	nothing	
BEFORE	Him,	yet	He	made	us	on	purpose?

must	 be	a	bit	 dense	 or	dim,	he	tried	to	ask	me	 from	another	 angle:	“Well,	
how	long	ago	did	His	parents	have	Him?”	I	told	my	son	that	God	didn’t	have	a	
Mom	and	Dad	or	even	need	parents.	 	After	a	moment	of	thought,	he	began	
to	nod	his	head	and	a	smile	slowly	crept	across	his	face	in	approval.	(I’m	not	
sure	if	it	was	because	he	had	experienced	an	epiphany	about	God	or	because	
he	was	actually	just	pondering	all	the	possible	what-ifs	of	a	life	without	having	
to	deal	with	parents.)	To	appreciate	God,	we	have	to	approach	Him	as	a	child	
and	see	God	in	His	simple,	amazing	totality.	He’s	God.	He’s	the	One	who	can	
Make-Everything-Out-of-Absolutely-Nothing.	He’s	 Forever	and	wants	us	to	
join	Him	in	forever-ness,	too.	That’s	where	a	child	begins.	We	should,	too,	in	
remembering	He’s	too	big	to	completely	grasp.	We	have	to	admit	we	won’t	
be	 able	 to	 fully	 comprehend,	 but	 only	get	 it	 in	 squints.	 Huh?	 Back	 in	my	
college	 years,	 a	 time-tested,	 Christmas-decorating	 grandmotherly-figure	
once	gave	me	the	most	 important	 Christmas	tree	decorating	 advice	 I	 ever	
received.	 	She	said,	“You’ll	never,	ever	exactly	see	if	your	Christmas	lights	are	
perfectly	and	evenly	draped	on	the	tree	.	.	.	if	you	just	try	and	look	at	it	straight.		
You	have	to	squint	at	it	and	see	it	 in	abstract	to	see	
where	 the	spots	 you	 need	 to	fill 	are.”	 I	 tilted	my	
head	 in	 disbelief	 at	 her	 and	 laughed.	 But	 then	
since	we	were	actually	standing	next	to	a	tree	we	
were	decorating	with	lights,	I	tried	it.	This	strange	
advice	taught	me	to	see	the	gaps	I	realized	I	had	
before	 it.	 Sometimes	 to	 see,	 we	 have	 to	 realize	
we’ll	never	perfectly	conceive	who	God	is	on	this	side	of	eternity,	so	the	best	
plan	is	to	just	appreciate	what	squinting	will	do.	And,	ex	nihilo!,	we	see!
When	God	describes	Himself	as	“the	first	and 	the	last,”	even	those	are	terms	
are	an	inexact	spiritual	science	in	that	they	are	an	attempt	 to	scrunch	in	our	
little	 human	brains	how	 Transcendent	 that	 the	 God-of-the-Ex-Nihilo	 is	 OVER	
EVERYTHING.	He’s	so	much	more	than	the	the	“FIRST”	or	“LAST”	in	that	He	is	
beyond	any	kind	of	 numbering.	 Infinity,	 forever,	 and	that	which 	is	 beyond	
measurement	can’t	be	numbered.		He	is	the	“First,”	but	there’s	no	“second,”	
you	might	say.	He’s	the	Only	ONE.		But,	then,	the	Only	One		added	.	.	.	you!

I	alone	am	God,	the	
First	and	the	Last.

isaiah	48:12				nlt
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